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CURRENT SOVIET ACTIVITIES WITH PARTICULAR

. REFERENCE TO THE FAR EAST - o S
THE PROBLEM L
< To examix'le,me,scope,and nature of Soviet and Satellite T a”

activities during the past three months and to ‘estimate the probable
purposes of such activities, with particular reference to the Far
Xast. o : » IR

- . - - P
- . . oA

CONCLUSIONS. -

1. During the past three months, the Soviet Uanion and its Satéilifés' R
have continued, and in some cases accelerated, their programs -
for increasing the military and economic capabilities of the Soviet - - — -
bloc. ' i | - o

- R ] -

3. - | 2. Inareas other than the Far East, Soviet and Satellite prepareds= - *

ness for war had reached such an advanced state before 1 January o
1951 that large -Scale operations could be initiated with littleor no-———— -~

-- warning. Available intelligence on recent Soviet and Satellite activi- .
ties in those-areas discloses no specific indications of a Soviet A
intention to undertake aggressive action. . '

3. During the period under review, the USSR has placed special - -

emphasis on the Soviet Far East; Soviet air activity there has in-" -~ -7

creased sharply and strenuous efforts have been made to develop

the areca’s economy, particularly for military purposes, -

4. It is clear that the USSR is pursuing its long-range program
to make the Soviet Far-East logistically ard militarily self-
sustaining. Since the beginning of the Korean contlict, this pro- -

gram has apparcntly been pressed toward complstion withmore -~
urgency, in order 1o prevare for any evsnhuality, ‘
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5. The curreat increase in Soviet activiiiss in the Far East does
not in itself provide any firm indication of a Sovisiinteal tolaunch —
an early offensive in that area, We believe, however, that these -
activities indicate the serious possibility of irorgased Soviet pavtic~
ipation, especially with air forcss, is the Korean fighting. The form -

that this in¢reased participation might taks is rot clear.

6. ‘In view of the advanced siate of Sovist vreparedness for war, ..
it is-by no means certain that,evenif the USSR had reached a decis - fuf
‘sion for general war, such a dscision would hs revealad by military,

economic, or political activities mors indicalive than those we have
observed since 1 January 1954, ... . B o

DISCUSSION =~ -~

-~ N .

7. The foregoing Conclusions are bassd upon the {ollowing summary .

of Soviet and Satellite activitiss during the past three months:. .~ - -
‘a. Military~———— - — IR ; L

L(*‘l)- A:lﬁ-; | - - R

There is, however, no firm ovidence that over-
all strength-ha§ risen or that there has been any major redeplova
ment of units.. S '
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Inn .
Western USSR and the Buropean Safen tes, air activity during- ..
- this period wes generaily,nozm *zcent for some mcrease in.
East Germany. T .

- (2) Army._Sovist support of Chinase { {;ommumbt and North .. .. . F
Korean forces in Korea has continued, but there has been no ST
evidence to confirm reporis that the U ISR has actually supphed - S
heavy equipment to the Chinese Commounisis. A long-range ——— - & =
program of logtsncal and technical support for the Chinese. = ;;;L,.,.-_;L., i3
Communist Army is still in progress. The Chinese Commumst R ,%,éf :
forces in Korea are currently being reinforced by 200,000 iresh . SR
troops of the CC¥ 1st and 2d Field Armies, with another 100 0004'*’“*‘" N
possibly en route. The tyse of equipmant of these forces is. un- _,k,,,,é‘:; :

known but two artillery divisions have been identified inthe *~ " "... -

: combat area,—Since 1 January 1951; however, no significant N
- changes in the strengih, orgamzatxon, or. composmo.n of the RN
Sovlet ground forces in the. ¥Far East hava beenmoted. . - __F ;

. . (8) Navy. There have been no sigaificant chfazwes in Sowetf,,,,,,%_ Tk

S - or Sztelht naval activity in the Far K East. Althcugh the Soviet
; naval budget for 1951 is approximately 50 perrent higher thanA ,
that for 1950, these funds will probably be used primarily for -
r=mmoer=—rac long-range naval consiruction program, as well as to. mam-

tain existing. units in astate of war-readiness,
b Economic. - The Soviat Umon has continued {0 press. vxg‘ S ot 2
orously its program to_increase Soviet war-readinessandio— . i
bring the Batellite economises {o-a rompa.rable position, _ uovxeti
act;vxtles in the Far East increased considerably c.arirg late . 7
1950 and early 1951, Rail and water transpori fatililies in t.he -
- - Far East are being expanded; emphasis-in petroleum produc=""""~""
tion is being shifted to iters of greater military value and B
jet fuel is being produced at one plant; -Soviet stockpiling of
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_ require considerable additional logistical and technical assistaace -
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essential materials continues throughout the Soviet orbit; the -
Soviet sirategic stockpiling program appears to have been accel-
erated in the Far Bast.——————— e

c. Political. Since 1 January 1951; Soviet and Satellite political

_activity has undergone no significant change. The USSR has reit-
erated its support for the North Koreans and Chinese Communists

as well as its confidence in ultimatevictory. In thepropaganda- . °
field, there has been a greater effort+e prepare the Sovietand = 7
Sstellite peoples psychologically for war. Japan has been repeat- . . .

edly linked {0 US ‘‘aggression’™-in Korea and the issue of Japanese .

rearmament has been coupled with that of German rearmament. .- §

Chinese Communist propaganda has been placing increased eme :
phasis on a long war and on tactics of attrition, and most re- e}
cently it has stressed the relative unimportance of air and naval
power in the Korean {ighting. : P : o

8. Changes since-1-January 195! in the military position of the USSR - . '
and its Satellites have had no noticeable major effects on combined

Soviet and Chinese Communist offensive or defensive capabilities, =
which were already great enouvgh to permit the initiation of large-

scale offensive action with little-or no warning. There are indica-
tions, however, that the Chinese Communist forces in Korea now

from the USSR in order to_maintain their military capabilities. =" -=——---=—-

In addition, a sizable Communistair eifort in Korea may now be

required, both in-order to give some relief to Communist,lines,oL,,,;,,,_’7%%,

communicationand.to provide direct assistance to Communist — "

ground forces.—The combat readiness of Soviet air units in the Far. . PR

East has improved™ ™~~~ - -~ T T, o Fé‘&
| _and the limited offensive ca-~ -~ -~~~ l%.;tf?,:ﬁ

pabilities of the Communist Chinese Air Force have gradvally———— — - E

increased under Soviet guidance and support, Soviet ground and .
naval capabilities in the Far East remain substantially unchanged.”

)




Korean fighting may take, However, the rapidly increasing tempo . <. . -%
of Chinese Communist and Soviet air activity in the Far Fast, and .
the evident need for greater air participation, suggest a new. pnase e LT
of alr activity is about to begin in Korea, It would be logical thatfﬁ,;, .,:,E,_,,,:_
Chinese Communist elements would operate against UN ground forces = .
- and lines of communication and that initially | Sovxet air elements ~
would operate in strength behind North Korean lines, I this proce-,:,,—;;—; T
dure should fail to ootaln desired resulls, Sovzet parucipatiozxmight ‘

be increased. -

10, 1t is not clear what form increased Soviet parhcipatxon 1n they :

T
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